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Keene, New Hampshire “Elm City”

- Located in the southwestern corner of the New Hampshire
- Incorporated in 1753
- Population:   22,563 (triples during the day)
- Size:  34.7 Square Miles
- 125 Miles of Roads, 52 Miles of Sidewalks, 80+ miles of 
Wastewater Mains, 100+ miles of Water mains
- Serves as the County Seat
- City Council-City Manger Form or Government
- Home of Keene State College & Antioch New England University

Best Known for:

2013 World Record for Lighted Jack-o-latrins:  
30,581

Kürt Blomquist, P.E.
Public Works Director
350 Marlboro Street
Keene, NH  03431
Kblomquist@ci.keene.nh.us
www.Ci.Keene.nh.us



� City of Keene sits on the valley floor – “Bottom of the 
Bowl”

� Numerous brooks and streams flow through the City, 
Ash Swamp Brook, Beaver Brook, Black Brook, Branch Ash Swamp Brook, Beaver Brook, Black Brook, Branch 
River, Minnewawa River, and Tannery Brook.

� Waters flow into the Ashuelot River 



Keene Watersheds



Keene has a history of Major Flood Events

1927 1936 1938        1960      1973   1984 1987 2005  2012



Keene Planning Activity
� Flood Hazard Mitigation Plan

� Adopted 2000

� Cities for Climate Protection – Local Action Plan
� Adopted 2004

� Climate Adaption Plan� Climate Adaption Plan
� Adopted 2007

� Comprehensive Master Plan
� Adopted 2010

� Hazard Mitigation Plan (FEMA)
� Updated 2013

� Capital Improvement Plan
� Updated , Reviewed, and Adopted Annually



Flooding Events
� October 2005 Flooding Event

� October 9 through October 12

� Over 12 plus inches of rain fell in 12 hour period

� Estimated that it was a 500 + year storm event� Estimated that it was a 500 + year storm event

� May 2012 Flooding Event

� May 29th/30th

� Approximately  4.9   inches of rain over a  3 hour period

� Have had 3 additional 100+ storm events between 2005 
– 2014 with latest in September 2013































Belvedere Road
� October 2005

� Road was severely damaged,

� City requested to upgrade culverts as part of Category C 
Work, andWork, and

� Requested mitigation project

� May 2012

� Road was severely damaged again, and 

� City requested to upgrade culvert as part of Category C 
Work



Thoughts
� It will happen

� Higher frequency, more intense

� Higher man-made activities

� There is no White Knight,� There is no White Knight,

� Planning

� Identified vulnerabilities

� Risk assessment

� Prepare outside the heat of battle


