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Systems analysis 



Systems Analysis 



Climate Interactive 

Using systems analysis to help people see the whole system and make wise 

long-term decisions 





We can find 
opportunities to 
respond to climate 
change that, for the 
same investment of 
time and money, bring 
us other benefits 
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Case study from a 
project in Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin 

Examples and 
implications for our 
region 



Kinnickinnic River Watershed- Milwaukee Wisconsin 



Green vs. grey 
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Similar Investments 

No investment 

Days 

Invest in green Invest in grey 



Million Gallons Combined Sewer Overflow 
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Better air quality 
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Property Values 
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Energy and emissions 
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What resilience strategies 
might we have access to 
in the Upper Valley? 





1: Community Organizations 



 Co-ordinated 
volunteers 

 Had supplies 

 Knew who needed 
help 

Prepare and deal 



 Weatherization and 
energy efficiency 

Prevent 



 Food  

 Shelter 

 Support  

Improve 



2: Local Businesses 



Prepare and Deal 

 Water filtration 

 Cooking 

 Helicopter 

 Gathering place 



Prevent 

 Renewable energy 
companies 

 Renewable energy 
systems for local 
businesses  

 



Improve 

 Jobs 

 Tax base 

 



3: Nature 



Prepare and Deal 

 Wetlands slow and 
absorb and slow 
the flow of water in 
a flood 





Prevent 

 Absorbing CO2 
and sequestering 
carbon 



Improve 

 Purify Water 

 Provide habitat 

 Provide recreation 



4: Infrastructure 



Prepare 

 Avoid more 
extensive damage 
from extreme 
events 



Prevent 

 Projects to improve 
infrastructure can 
add features that 
help save energy 
and reduce 
greenhouse gas 
emissions at the 
same time 



Improve 

 Money not needed 
to repair damaged 
infrastructure can 
be invested 
towards other 
needs 
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Thank You! 

esawin@climateinteractive.org 


